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General Plan Overview 
• What is the General Plan?
• Project Timeline 
• Upcoming Events

Existing Conditions
• Economics
• Land Use
• Transportation
• Climate Change
• Environmental Justice
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 Expresses community’s vision 
for the future

 City’s “blueprint” for decision-
making

 Required by State law

 Long-term plan (20-year span)

 Contains goals, policies, 
implementation programs
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Building 
Permits

Subdivision Maps

Zoning

General Plan
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Project 
Initiation

1
General 
Plan
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Existing 
Conditions

2

Visioning 
& Issues

3

Alternatives

4
Adoption
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Program
EIR
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4

• PC Study Sessions
• CC Study Sessions

• Community Workshop
• PC Study Session
• CC Study Session



• Community Workshops

• PC Study Session
• CC Study Session
• Community Open House on 

the Draft General Plan


• Scoping Meeting 

• Town Hall Meeting 

• PC Hearing
• CC Hearings
• Final General Plan
• Adoption Hearing

Stay up-to-date on the website & participate in discussions on EngagementHQ
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 Farmer’s Market August 10th

 Founder’s Day October 6th

 Community Workshop/ November 8th

Planning Commission
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Top 5 Word Choices

 Community
 Fun
 Friendly
 Family Values
 Schools
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Retail Group

Existing 
Square 

Footage 
Demand

Future 
Square 

Footage 
Demand

Apparel Store Group 36,100 17,500
General Merchandise Group 9,500 61,200
Specialty Retail Group 14,700 17,400
Food, Eating and Drinking Group 4,900 72,600
Building Materials and Homefurnishings Group 13,800
Gasoline Service Stations 6,900
Auto Parts & Accessories 2,700
Business to Business 165,300 
Total 230,500 192,100 
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Vacant Acres Future Demand
Commercial 39 57
Mixed Use 177 Included with commercial
Industrial 44 63
Institutional 14 46
Office 7 Less than existing vacancies
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 As Station Center retail develops and new retail market trends 
continue, older existing centers may lose market share. This is true 
for office space as well.

 Local market demand would also suggest a shift from commercial 
land to industrial/institutional (health care).
• Industrial demand may be accelerated by retail sector need for last mile 

distribution centers.
• Health care is a major growth industry, but can occupy former retail and 

office space. 
 Creating a new Downtown will stimulate demand for new kinds of 

office based businesses.
 Older office buildings may transition to health care or redevelop into 

more contemporary office spaces.
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Agric., Mining, Constr., 
and Armed Forces: 

2,040 (11%)

Other and Public 
Admin: 2,070 (11%)

Manufacturing: 1,460 
(8%)

Arts, Entertainment, 
Recreation, 

Accommodations and 
Food: 2,180(12%)

Education, Health and 
Social Services: 3,620 

(20%)

Wholesale, Retail, 
Transportation and 
Warehousing: 3,720 

(21%)

Information, Finance, 
Insurance, Real 

Estate, Admin., and 
Waste Mgt.: 2,960 

(16%)

Residents (18,050) Working Outside of City By Broad Economic Sectors
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Residential Commercial Industrial Office Lodging* Public/ Institutional
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 Clarified and expanded discussion on market issues
 Included short discussion of Prop 13 under fiscal considerations
 Minor editorial changes
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 General Plan Planning Area
• City Limits
• Urban Growth Boundary
• Sphere of Influence
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 Urban Growth Boundary (UGB)
• Limits future development to within the UGB

 Housing
• Housing development “trigger cap”
• Will consume all growth management capacity in near future

 Measure N expires in June 2020
• Action will be needed to extend protections beyond this date
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 Mix of commercial, industrial, and office 
uses 

 Industrial/Commercial Overlay and 
Office Overlay zoning districts in those 
areas.

 A lot of commercial and industrial 
development opportunities

 Wilfred-Dowdell SP, Northwest SP, 
Stadium Area PD in this area
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 Redevelopment of former State Farm 
site

 Covered by Priority Development Area 
Plan
• Walkable downtown destination and 
• Transportation hub  
• Access to a variety of jobs, housing, 

shopping, and services
• Interconnected transportation options

 Station Center Planned Development

20

Station Center Planned Development
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 Lots of development on east side of the city
• University District Specific Plan (1,645 housing 

units)
• Southeast Specific Plan (475 housing units)
• Sonoma Mountain Village Planned Development 

(1,675 housing units + 56 second dwelling units)

 Canon Manor unlikely to be annexed; 
RP provides sewer

 Northeast SP expected to be completed 
within plan horizon (2040)
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 Covers significant portion west of 101
 Covers Southeast Specific Plan  
 Covers southern half of Sonoma 

Mountain Village Planned Development
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 Sonoma State University
• Opportunities for connection
• Contributes to City’s identity

 Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria
• Tribal Trust Lands northwest of city
• Tribe owns land in city limits, east of Casino
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 Bolstered discussion on UGB
 Added discussion on County Area Plans, including Penngrove
 Corrected the status of a few developments
 Minor editorial and graphic changes
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Vast uncertainty over the next 
20 years as transportation is 
undergoing disruptive change
 SB 743: Shifting to VMT for 

CEQA
 Unreliable transportation 

funding
 Changes in parking needs 

and requirements
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Emerging technologies will 
change our travel behavior
 AVs and TNCs (Lyft/Uber) 

could help or hurt 
transportation systems

 AVs could increase freeway 
capacity by 50% or more, 
placing further pressure on 
City gateway intersections.
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79%

10%

2%

2%
2%

5%

City of Rohnert Park Commute Mode Split

Drive Alone Carpool Transit Walk Bike Work From Home

64%
10%

12%

4%

4%
6%

Bay Area Average Commute Mode Split

Drive Alone Carpool Transit Walk Bike Work From Home

Rohnert Park: Sixth-Highest Drive Alone Mode Split in the Bay Area (MTC Vital Signs, 2016)
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 SB 743 “opt-in” period ends 
July 1, 2020 

 City will need to adopt VMT-
based CEQA thresholds
• OPR recommended thresholds
• City-specific thresholds based on 

substantial evidence

 AB 1358 Complete Streets Act 
already in force

 PDA/Downtown development 
and multimodal network will 
aid in meeting VMT targets
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C a p a c i t y  F o c u sA c c e s s i b i l i t y  F o c u s
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 LOS disconnected from CEQA after SB 743
 General Plan Guidelines encourage LOS for circulation system 

planning
 Balance LOS policies with fiscal analysis of capital, operations 

and maintenance costs
 LOS analysis for General Plan consistency still okay after SB 743
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 Current LOS Policy: LOS C, with some exceptions
 PDA Plan (2015) traffic analysis indicates some intersections at 

LOS D
 Signal synchronization study (2018) indicates Golf Course Drive 

and RPX corridors operate at LOS D/E.
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 Transportation in 20 years may look very different than today
 Goals and Policies should be flexible to address future 

uncertainty
 LOS policies may remain in the General Plan
 Opportunity to tackle SB 743 and General Plan CEQA analysis at 

the same time
 Develop land use, transportation and funding strategies to 

address VMT generation in the future
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 SMART Rail route map updated to show planned extension to 
Windsor

 Added footnote clarifying a statement on LOS E and F grades on 
Commerce Boulevard

 Minor expansion of historic development pattern and AB 1600
 Minor editorial and graphic changes
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On road transportation (72%) 
& building energy (21% ) are
top of Rohnert Park’s list.
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Rohnert Park Expressway off ramp 
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 Despite modest growth, Rohnert Park lowered citywide GHGs 
to 10% below 1990 levels as of 2015

 Local initiatives & collaboration help, along with focusing  on 
transportation and energy

36

As of 2015, the 
SCWA is 99% 
carbon free for
All residents. 

SCP is the only utility 
to offer 100% local 
and renewable 
energy. 

The RCPA plans to 
build on climate 
change resiliency and 
protection. 
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Rohnert Park Ready:

• Climate change is already occurring

• Expect higher temperatures, more 
variable weather & increased risks 
for droughts, floods & fires

• Expect more variable rain, including 
uncertain timing and intensity

37

Flooding along Rohnert Park Expressway in 2015 
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Greenhouse Gas Emissions:

 Assembly Bill 32 first established the “California Global 
Warming Solutions Act of 2006. Senate Bill 32, requires State to 
reduce GHG emissions to 40 percent below 1990 levels by 
2030

Adaptation & Resilience

 SB 379 now requires climate change adaptation and resilience 
policies when updating the general plan safety element
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 A wide array of new climate action legislation and executive 
orders were recently approved by Governor Brown and will be 
addressed in the General Plan Update

 The environmental implications of climate change will be 
addressed as part of the program EIR to be prepared for the 
General Plan Update
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 1999 California Government Code Section 65040.12(e)/SB 115: 
“The fair treatment of people of all races, cultures, and incomes with respect to the 
development, adoption, implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, 

regulations, and policies.” 

 2001 AB 1553: required OPR to provide guidance regarding EJ 
considerations – included in 2003 General Plan Guidelines

 2016 SB 1000
• Requires identification of disadvantaged communities
• Requires environmental justice goals, policies, and objectives in the GP
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 3 identified communities in Rohnert Park
• CalEnviroScreen 3.0
• MTC Community of Concern

 CalEnviroScreen results should be 
considered 
with caution

 Potential pollution issues include:
• Drinking water contaminants* 

(2017 Water Quality Report reports no water 
quality violations)

• Groundwater threats
• Impaired water bodies
• Proximity to solid waste facilities
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Additional comments

 Send by October 31, 2018 to
Jeffrey Beiswenger jbeiswenger@rpcity.org
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