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sustain existing households and businesses and to accommodate future 
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8
. The quality of public facilities and services offered in a community can enhance the livability and economic 

potential of a community. This Element focuses on the variety of public facilities and services that are 
necessary to sustain existing households and businesses and to accommodate future population and 
employment growth. Public facilities addressed include water supply, wastewater collection and treatment, 
stormwater collection and drainage, solid waste, and electric, gas, and communication infrastructure. This 
Element also contains policy guidance to support public services, which include law enforcement, fire 
protection, schools, and libraries. 
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 General Public Facilities and Services 
The City of Rohnert Park and other agencies and organizations maintain a variety of public facilities and 
provide a variety of services to meet the needs of residents, businesses, and visitors. This section outlines the 
goal and policies that guide the overall provision of public facilities and services. Subsequent sections 
provide additional detail that is specific to each type of facility or service.  

 To provide efficient and effective public facilities and services that are 
adequately funded, accessible, reliable, and strategically allocated.  

 
PFS-1.1 Public Facility Master Plans and Financing Plan 

The City shall maintain and implement public facility master plans and its Public Facilities 
Financing Plan to ensure compliance with appropriate regional, State, and Federal laws; the 
use of modern and cost-effective technologies and best management practices; compatibility 
with current land use policy; and adequate funding for infrastructure and services.  

PFS-1.2 Project Specific Financing Plans for New Development 
The City shall require that each specific plan and planned development include, or be subject 
to, a financing plan that explains how streets, water, wastewater, solid waste, and parks that 
meet all City standards will be provided to the project. The plan must demonstrate, to the 
satisfaction of the City, based upon criteria developed in the Growth Management Ordinance, 
that completion of all necessary public facilities concurrently with completion of the specific 
plan or planned development is economically, physically, and legally feasible. Deferment of 
improvements not installed concurrently with the development can only be considered by the 
City Council with findings and a schedule that specifies completion of the improvements, 
consistent with current City policy.  

PFS-1.3 Financing Tools for New Development 
The City shall consider using special taxes, user fees, funding districts, and other appropriate 
tools to continue to ensure the regular and systematic provision of maintenance and services in 
new developments.  

PFS-1.4 Capital Improvement Program 
The City shall maintain a Capital Improvement Program (CIP), based on established 
performance standards, to provide a framework and budget to undertake necessary citywide 
public facility improvements.  

PFS-1.5 Customer Focused Service 
The City shall provide excellent customer service to residents and businesses by listening to 
and understanding community concerns and expectations and proactively seeking solutions to 
address challenges.  

PFS-1.6 New Technology for City Facilities and Operations 
The City shall strive to incorporate new technology into public buildings and operations to 
improve productivity, reduce operating costs, enhance customer service, improve 
communication with residents, and facilitate access to City services.  
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 Parks and Recreation 
Rohnert Park’s abundant parks and recreation facilities contribute to the connectivity, character, health, and 
culture of the community. Residents can walk, bike, and play in the city’s extensive network of parks and 
trails. The policies in this section seek to build upon the success of Rohnert Park and its recreational 
opportunities by promoting adequate accessibility, siting, park standards, and recreation programs to ensure 
a robust and sustainable parks and recreation system for all residents and visitors. 
 

 To provide an integrated and well-maintained system of parks, trails, 
and recreation facilities throughout the city to meet the community's 
recreational needs.  

 
PFS-2.1 Parks and Recreation Master Plan 

The City shall update the Parks and Recreation Master Plan to accommodate the evolving 
needs of the community. The update shall include an evaluation of the type and location of 
amenities, including urban style parks and amenities, to serve existing and new residents and 
workers.  

PFS-2.2 Parks Near Schools 
In the event of a new school opening, the City shall continue cooperating with the Cotati-
Rohnert Park School District to develop parks near schools. 

PFS-2.3 Safe and Secure 
The City shall ensure that parks, trails, and recreation facilities are safe and secure areas. New 
parks should generally include direct access and visibility from a public street.  

PFS-2.4 Park Dedication 
The City shall require new development to dedicate land to the City in the appropriate amount 
and location for parks and recreational space, in accordance with the General Plan Diagram, 
and the City’s Park dedication requirements. The City shall seek to acquire and develop new 
park land at a rate of approximately five acres or equivalent with improvements or in-lieu fees 
per 1,000 new residents. When developed in conjunction with new developments, parks will be 
fully improved before dedication to the City.  

PFS-2.5 Passive Recreation Space 
The City shall include primarily passive recreation on an approximately 50-acre area north of 
Crane Creek west of Petaluma Hill Road within the city’s Urban Growth Boundary. The City shall 
ensure that use of the land for passive recreation as a priority and that this land will not be used 
for any other use for the life of the General Plan.  The City shall ensure that the recreation area 
is designed to have minimal impacts on adjacent residential uses to the west and have ingress 
and egress from several roads to maximize visibility and access for public safety.    

PFS-2.6 Goldridge Site Maximization 
The City shall ensure that future uses of the Goldridge campus include community recreational 
use.    
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 Water Supply and Conservation 
Rohnert Park’s water supply comes from three sources: Sonoma County Water Agency, which diverts water 
from its Russian River system, local groundwater, and recycled water purchased from Santa Rosa Water. The 
City uses these supplies conjunctively, relying on the Sonoma Water supply during normal and wet years 
and using groundwater more heavily during drier periods and emergencies.  

Rohnert Park’s water supply is generally regulated by the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control 
Board’s Division of Drinking Water, which promulgates regulations, issues permits, and requires testing of 
both the potable and recycled water supplies. In addition to the water quality regulations outlined by the 
Division of Drinking Water, Rohnert Park is member of the Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability 
Agency (GSA), a Joint Powers Authority created to respond to the requirements of the State’s Groundwater 
Sustainability Act. The GSA, which adopted its required Groundwater Sustainability Plan in late 2021, has 
broad authority for protecting the groundwater in the basin. The City pioneered groundwater management 
with its 2004 Water Supply Policy Resolution, that works to limit groundwater pumping by the City to 
scientifically documented, sustainable rates.  

The City has an important role to play in the long-term protection of this valuable resource and works with 
regional water agencies and surrounding jurisdictions to ensure a reliable, high-quality supply for its 
customers, and the goals and policies of this section will guide the City’s decisions with respect to water 
supply.  

 

 To maintain, protect, and conserve Rohnert Park’s water resources so 
that the water system provides a safe and reliable supply for existing 
and future needs.  

 

PFS-3.1 Conjunctive Use Water Supply Management  
The City shall continue to manage its Sonoma Water, groundwater, and recycled water supply 
with a conjunctive use strategy in order to maximize supply reliability and ensure adequate 
supply for existing and new development.   

PFS-3.2 Groundwater Management  
The City shall continue to: locally manage groundwater pumping consistent with its Water 
Policy Resolution; prohibit the construction of new private wells in the city; require the 
abandonment of existing private wells as a condition of development and participate in the 
Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency in order to support the development of 
regional groundwater management policies.   

PFS-3.3 Sustainable Development Practices  
Promote sustainable development practices that result in more energy and water efficient 
development.  

PFS-3.4 Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance 
The City shall promote efficient water use and reduced water demand by ensuring compliance 
with the State’s Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance.   
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 Wastewater Collection and Treatment 
Rohnert Park’s sanitary sewer system facilities include over 87 miles of gravity sewer lines, over 10 miles of 
sewer force mains, 16 inverted siphons, and three pump stations. The City’s terminal pump station delivers 
wastewater to the Santa Rosa’s Laguna Subregional Water Reclamation Plant for treatment, recycling, and 
disposal. Policies in this section ensure the continued wastewater collection and treatment service for all 
residents and businesses in Rohnert Park.  

 To ensure that adequate wastewater facilities and services are available 
to meet the needs of existing and future development.  

 
PFS-4.1 Wastewater Capacity 

The City shall maintain existing levels of wastewater service and ensure that sewer capacity is 
available to serve existing and new development projected in the city.  

PFS-4.2 Wastewater System Maintenance 
The City shall inventory and monitor the condition of existing wastewater infrastructure in order 
to prioritize repairs and replacement, reduce infiltration and inflow, and avoid disruptions in 
service.  
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 Stormwater Management 
Stormwater management is essential for minimizing the discharge of pollutants into natural waterways and 
improving surface water quality in and around the city.  The City’s storm drainage system is regulated by the 
North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board and is operated under a Municipal Separate Storm Sewer 
System (MS4) permit that applies to the city and county systems that drain to the Russian River system. The 
goal and policies for stormwater management support adequate drainage and stormwater capture as well 
as the City’s long-term compliance with current and evolving requirements for municipal storm sewer 
systems as well. 
 

 To provide a stormwater management system that reduces excess 
runoff to the maximum extent practicable and minimizes flood potential 
from existing and future development.  

 
PFS-5.1 Phase 1 MS4 Permit Implementation 

The City shall implement the provisions in the Phase 1 MS4 Permit, which are designed to 
protect water quality through the implementation of Low Impact Development (LID) Principles 
and Best Management Practices (BMP’s) for stormwater runoff from developed areas and trash 
capture.  

PFS-5.2 Drainage Facility Maintenance 
The City shall require the maintenance of all drainage facilities, including detention basins and 
both natural and manmade channels, to ensure that their full carrying capacity is not impaired.  

PFS-5.3 Natural Stormwater Drainage 
The City shall encourage the use of natural stormwater drainage systems in a manner that 
preserves and enhances natural features and water quality. 

PFS-5.4 Stormwater Detention Facilities  
The City shall consider the use of stormwater detention facilities, including green infrastructure 
elements, in frequently flooded areas of the city to mitigate drainage impacts and reduce 
storm drainage system costs in new development.  

PFS-5.5 Improve Stormwater Treatment in Established Neighborhoods 
The City shall improve stormwater treatment in established neighborhoods by implementing 
programs such as street sweeping, parking enforcement for street sweeping, and installation of 
trash-capture devices where feasible.  

PFS-5.6 Green Infrastructure Opportunities  
The City shall review all roadway CIP projects to consider opportunities to incorporate green 
infrastructure improvements.  

PFS-5.7 Maximize On-site Infiltration and Detention 
The City shall work with developers to ensure impervious areas are minimized and that 
opportunities for groundwater infiltration, treatment, and on-site detention are maximized to 
meet hydromodification best management practices prior to releasing drainage to the City’s 
stormwater system.  
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 Solid Waste, Recycling, and Organics 
The City of Rohnert Park contracts with Recology to perform curbside refuse, recycling, and compost pickup 
from the residents and businesses of the city. Reducing waste and diverting waste from landfills can help 
decrease greenhouse gas emissions and helps to reduce pollution caused by waste. The policies in this 
section support the provision of adequate service, reduction, and diversion of waste from landfills, and 
expansion of recycling programs and awareness for residents and businesses.  
 

 To reduce the generation of solid waste and improve capacity to recycle 
used materials.  

 
PFS-7.1 Sonoma County Integrated Waste Management Plan 

The City shall work with the Sonoma County Waste Management Agency to update and 
implement the Sonoma County Integrated Waste Management Plan to improve Rohnert Park’s 
ability to reduce solid waste generation and increase recycling capabilities.  

PFS-7.2 On-Site Facilities in New Development 
The City shall require new multifamily residential and all new non-residential development to 
incorporate well-designed, safe, and easily accessible on-site storage for waste, recyclables, 
and compostable materials.  

PFS-7.3 On-Site Facilities in Existing Development 
The City shall encourage existing commercial businesses and business parks to install 
recycling and compost receptacles on their premises.  
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 Law Enforcement 
The Rohnert Park Public Safety Department provides police and fire protection. The Police Services Division 
provides police services including general law enforcement activities, traffic enforcement, criminal activity 
response, crime scene investigation, and apprehension of criminals. The Division is committed to addressing 
community and neighborhood issues through a Problem-Oriented Policing and Community-Based approach. 
The goal and policies in this section are intended to guide the provision of police services, create stronger 
community partnerships, and improve transparency and accountability in law enforcement in Rohnert Park. 
 

 To provide exceptional public safety and crime reduction services to 
maintain a safe and secure community, and continue to uphold police-
community trust, engagement, and collaboration.  

 
PFS-8.1 Staffing Resources 

The City shall ensure that law enforcement staffing allows for the expansion of operations as 
the City’s needs change due to population growth or other factors by establishing benchmark 
standards for evaluating the quality of law enforcement services on an annual basis, and 
implementing changes based on those evaluations. The City shall maintain diversity in 
recruitment practices and promotional opportunities.  

PFS-8.2 Police Equipment and Facilities 
The City shall provide and maintain equipment, technologies, and facilities for all staff to meet 
modern standards and best practices of safety, dependability, and efficiency.  

PFS-8.3 Police Communications 
The City shall use a variety of communication methods, including social media, cellular phone 
messaging, television and radio alerts, and website postings, to maintain transparency and 
inform residents and businesses about department policies including de-escalation and use of 
force, crimes, crime prevention, investigations, and emergencies.  

PFS-8.4 Community Policing Strategies 
The City shall practice community-policing strategies that strengthen trust and collaboration 
with all residents of Rohnert Park, and ensure public safety through meaningful cooperation, 
problem-solving techniques, and techniques for law enforcement responding to mental health, 
social service, and non-violent calls.   

PFS-8.5 Community Engagement 
The City shall strive to maintain exceptional community engagement in every interaction with 
the community, demonstrating a commitment to inclusion regardless of race, ethnicity, age, 
gender, religion, sexual orientation, disability, economic status, and other diverse backgrounds, 
through purposeful enforcement activities as well as through contacts not arising out of 
emergencies or enforcement-related circumstances.  

 
 

Page 8-14  Public Review Draft Policy Document | April 2022 

 Fire and Emergency Services 
The Fire Services Division functions as a typical municipal fire agency responsible for protecting life and 
property. The policies in this section address a variety of priorities, including staffing levels, emergency 
response times, training, facilities, and equipment. The Hazards and Safety Element contains policies related 
to reducing fire hazards as well as emergency preparedness and response. Policies support the education of 
residents and businesses on the potential risks and fire prevention techniques and require existing and new 
development to incorporate fire prevention and suppression measures. 

 To ensure high quality fire and emergency response to prevent injury, 
loss of life, and property damage.  

 
PFS-9.1 Staffing Resources 

The City shall ensure the provision of high-quality firefighting and emergency medical 
response service including trained Firefighter I/II, paramedics, emergency medical technicians, 
and adequate overhead staffing such as Battalion Chiefs on each fire shift. The City shall 
evaluate operations and deployment of services to ensure efficient and effective use of 
resources.  

PFS-9.2 Development Fees 
The City shall require new development to build or fund its fair share of fire protection facilities, 
personnel, operations, and maintenance that maintains the City’s ISO rating of 3 or better.  

PFS-9.3 Development Project Review 
The Development Services Department shall refer proposed new development projects to the 
Fire Prevention Division for review to identify necessary fire prevention, suppression, and risk 
reduction measures including adequate access and clearance for equipment and personnel.  

PFS-9.4 Routine Fire Hydrant Maintenance 
The City shall ensure that all fire hydrants are maintained and in a state of operational 
readiness at all times.   

PFS-9.5 Emergency Response Preparation and Coordination  
The City shall coordinate and maintain mutual aid agreements with emergency response 
providers from local, State, and Federal fire agencies. The City shall maintain an emergency 
manager who coordinates Emergency Operations Center (EOC) activations and training.  

PFS-9.6 Fire Equipment and Facilities 
The City shall provide and maintain equipment, technologies, and facilities for all staff to meet 
modern standards and best practices of safety, dependability, and efficiency.  

PFS-9.7 Community Engagement 
The City shall provide opportunities and training for community preparedness. 
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 Electric and Gas Utilities 
As described in the Climate Change Element, power supply in the city comes from electric and natural gas 
services. The City’s long-term strategy for managing its GHG emission reduction goals includes converting a 
clean, electric power supply and minimizing the use of the natural gas.  The goal and policies in this section 
support the maintenance, expansion, and modernization of the electrical system while ensuring that gas 
service remains safe as the city transitions away from this supply.  

 To ensure the provision of a reliable, efficient, cost-effective, modern, 
and environmentally sound power delivery service within Rohnert Park 
while encouraging the transition away from natural gas.  

 
PFS-10.1 Utility Services Modernization 

The City shall support the modernization of utility services in Rohnert Park to serve existing and 
future needs, including, but not limited to, the adoption of SmartGrid technology and microgrid 
strategies.  

PFS-10.2 Utility Siting Coordination 
The City shall coordinate with utility providers in the siting, site layout, and design of gas and 
electric facilities, including changes to existing facilities, to encourage electrification and 
minimize environmental, aesthetic, and safety impacts on current and future residents.  
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 Communication Infrastructure 
Telecommunications and broadband access are essential components of community and business 
infrastructure. These technologies can be used to promote social and economic development as well as 
human and technological capacity building. Increasing accessibility to high-speed broadband will require 
public and private strategies to ensure that Rohnert Park can continue to prosper. Increasingly, cities need to 
be on the cutting edge of new telecommunications technologies to attract and retain new businesses. The 
policies in this section support expanded and enhanced communication infrastructure to provide modern 
telecommunication and broadband access to businesses and residents in the city. 

 To encourage the development and maintenance of state-of-the-art 
communication infrastructure and services to bolster the City’s 
economic competitiveness, support businesses, and improve resident 
telecommunication access.  

 
PFS-11.1 Evolve with Technological Changes 

The City shall evolve with technological changes and adapt City policies and development 
standards as necessary to reflect changes in the way the community works and lives, including 
sustainability and mobility.  

PFS-11.2 Support Robust Communication Services 
The City shall assist and partner with local service providers to provide robust video, voice, and 
data services for its businesses and residents.  

PFS-11.3 Minimize Visual Impacts 
The City shall work with providers and carriers to minimize the visual impact of wireless 
communication facilities installed in the city.  

PFS-11.4 Public Access to Online Services 
The City shall provide public terminals at city facilities to facilitate public access to online 
services.  

PFS-11.5 Invest in Cybersecurity 
The City shall invest in technologies and adopt practices that protect Rohnert Park 
infrastructure and government data against cyberattacks.  
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 Schools and Libraries 
The Cotati-Rohnert Park Unified School District (CRPUSD) provides educational services to the residents of 
Cotati and Rohnert Park. CRPUSD operates 11 schools, 10 of which are located within Rohnert Park city limits. 
Rohnert Park is also home to Credo High School and Pathways, both of which are charter schools. A branch 
of the Sonoma County Library system, the Rohnert Park-Cotati Regional Library, is also located in Rohnert 
Park. Policies in this section support the continued partnership between the City and the CRPUSD, the 
consideration of new schools for future growth areas, and supporting the services and activities provided by 
the Rohnert Park-Cotati Regional Library to promote opportunities for lifelong learning and educational 
enrichment for Rohnert Park residents.  
 

 To enhance the educational and library support system serving Rohnert 
Park to the benefit of all residents, regardless of age and location within 
the community.  

 
PFS-12.1 CRPUSD Boundaries 

The City shall encourage the CRPUSD to expand school district boundaries as necessary to 
include all development within the Rohnert Park Sphere of Influence to ensure that all school-
age children living in Rohnert Park can attend public schools in Rohnert Park, without having to 
travel to adjacent jurisdictions.  

PFS-12.2 Additional School Sites 
The City shall work with the CRPUSD to consider providing additional school sites and facilities 
to accommodate future demand, as appropriate.  

PFS-12.3 School Site Reuse 
In the event of a school closing, the City shall work with the CRPUSD to reuse the school sites 
and ensure that new uses are compatible with adjacent uses.  

PFS-12.4 Joint Use 
The City shall work with the CRPUSD and Sonoma State University to provide mechanisms to 
create and maintain joint use facilities as community centers to provide services, meeting 
spaces, and recreational activities to Rohnert Park residents.  

PFS-12.5 Library and Lifelong Learning 
The City shall work with the Sonoma County Library System to ensure the Rohnert Park Cotati 
Regional Library’s services and programs are adequate and appropriate to meet the 
community’s needs for education and lifelong learning services, as well as the demands of an 
increasingly digital world.  

 


