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In March 2018, the City of Rohnert Park began a multi-year
process of updating its General Plan. This update is an
opportunity to refine the existing direction for growth and
development or chart a new course. As part of the General
Plan update process, alternative land use scenarios were
developed and analyzed. The full analysis can be found in
the Alternatives Report, which is available for download at
envisionrp.com.

READ THE FULL
ALTERNATIVES REPORT!

Sitvofaohriert Bark
General Plan Update

y Public Review Draft
Alternatives Report

October 3, 2019

fn—
mintierharnish

DOWNLOAD FROM THE
PROJECT WEBSITE AT
ENVISIONRP.COM

The Purpose

The purpose of comparing and analyzing different land use
alternatives is to look at how adjusting the land use program
might change Rohnert Park and evaluate how land use
changes will fit in with the city’s vision for itself in 20 years.

The Method

The Report analyzes two land use alternatives for Rohnert
Park. The No Change Alternative represents land uses
prescribed by the current general plan (updated to include
existing conditions and project approvals). The Change
Alternative represents land use modifications based on input
from the public, City Council, Planning Commission, and City
Staff.

In the report, these alternatives are compared by the following
indicators:

+ Housing units and population

+ Non-residential square footage and employment

+ Living wages

+ Jobs-housing balance

+ Retail leakage

+ Fiscal impacts

* Vehicle Miles Traveled

The Findings

Both alternatives provide adequate housing sites to meet
future (2040) needs, and both result in a net fiscal gain. The
biggest change with the Change Alternative is a shift away
from residential and commercial uses to industrial, office,
and institutional uses in the northwest area of the city. This
primarily increases the number of living wage jobs available
within Rohnert Park.
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Note: These measures are intended to compare the two alternatives and are based on the analysis of areas expected to change over the next 20 years.
Vehicle miles traveled (VMT) by subarea cannot be precisely combined due to the potential for double counting, however the provided VMT values show
an approximation for comparison purposes.

Page 2 October 2019



Newsletter #3: Land Use Alternatives

NO CHANGE ALTERNATIVE

Holly

Grandview

Golf Course
i

Golf Course Eleanor §

Fairway

Rohnert Pl EXF’% ---------- -
5 LG :
H
:
it

Southwes!

1 o~
1 City Limits

COTATI

th Boundary (UBG)

D Sphere of Influence

Rural Residential Mixed-Use

Low Density Residential Public/Institutional

Medium Density Residential

Neighborhood Commercial - Par

- Regional Commercia Open S\pece - A ! e s
B o
CHANGE ALTERNATIVE

Holly.

Grandview

Golf Course
Mu

Golf Course Eleanor

RedwoBil

oupy,

¥ Clyy
Snydﬁ o

i

i

3

P

=

i

i

SMART RAIL — |

STATION rofnert P Expn@ ........... L

Enterprise

Snyder

Santa Alicia

Petaluma Hill

SONOMA
COUNTY

1
i
Southwest ]
]
i

East Cotati Avelrrmur

@ i
&
e e DR

Magnolia

" ¥ iy Limits COTATI

Sphere of Influence

owth Boundary (UBG)

Mixed-Use
Public/Institutional
Medium Density
- High Density Residential
Neighborhood Commercial - ark
- Regional Commercial - Parks/Rex on
- Office

Light Industrial

What do the Maps Tell Me?

The colored areas on each map represent areas that have
development potential within the next 20 years. The gray
areas represent other parts of the city that are already
developed and will not be notably re-developed within the
next 20 years. The No Change Alternative assumes these
areas will develop with the land uses they are assigned,
based on the existing General Plan Land Use Diagram. The
Change Alternative considers different land uses for some
of these areas.

No Change Alternative

The No Change Alternative (map shown to the left) shows
how the city will develop, or build out, under the existing
General Plan Land Use Diagram. This alternative also
assumes some development on certain underutilized
parking lot areas.

Change Alternative

Most areas in the city keep their existing General Plan
designation in both alternatives. For just a handful of areas,
however, the Change Alternative (shown to the bottom left)
explores different land use options which reflect input from
the community outreach process.

The Change Alternative includes the following major
changes:

+ The use of a new Business Park land use designation in the
northwest portion of the city, vacant parcels within Central
Rohnert Park Priority Development Area, and vacant parcels
northwest of the Rohnert Park Expressway/Highway 101
interchange;

* Re-designating the former Gold Ridge Elementary School
site for single-family infill (Medium Density Residential) and
institutional uses;

+ Development on underutilized parking lot space in the
Rohnert Park Expressway shopping centers;

* Re-designating the Commercial areas to the Mixed-Use
designation and encourage multifamily development; and

+ Seven (7) Property Owner Change requests submitted
by private landowners that would allow more residential
development around the city.
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To help shape the General Plan update, the City is guided by a vision and a set of guiding principles. The vision was
developed as part of the City's Annual Strategic Plan. The guiding principles are based on community input collected early in
the General Plan update process.

Vision

Rohnert Park is a thriving, family-friendly community that is a safe, enjoyable place to live, work, and play.

Guiding Principles

Economic Development
+ Attract and retain unique local businesses as well as other

businesses that would contribute to the fiscal sustainability

of the City.

* Build on existing assets (e.g., Sonoma State University).

+ Hold fiscal responsibility as an important factor in city
decisions.

Community Development

+ Support, foster, and enhance the family-oriented, friendly
culture of Rohnert Park.

+ Create attractive spaces for residents to gather.

+ Ensure a sustainable Rohnert Park balances growth with
community resources.

Housing

+ Provide housing that meets the needs of all current and

future residents.
Circulation

+ Maintain a safe, efficient, and connected transportation
system.

« Embrace all modes of transportation (e.g., bus, transit,
bike, auto) to provide flexibility in transportation options to
residents, employees, and visitors in Rohnert Park.

+ Improve connection points between the different modes of

transportation, including attention to last-mile connectivity.

+ Use transportation demand management to improve traffic
congestion.

Public Facilities and Services

+ Ensure that all Rohnert Park residents have access to
well-maintained parks and quality community services and
programs.

+ Maintain public facilities and infrastructure to ensure
delivery of quality services.

Natural and Cultural Resources

+ Respect and preserve the historic, archaeological, and
biological resources in Rohnert Park.

+ Invest in water and air quality improvement measures and
programs.

Health and Safety

+ Ensure that the city is prepared for forseeable local hazards
(e.g., earthquakes, flood, fire) and associated challenges
(e.g., erosion, drainage, stormwater management) through
up-to-date emergency management and notification
procedures.

+ Promote continued reduction, reuse, and recycling within
the city.
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