Rohnert Park General Plan

Planning Commission Public Hearing
March 12, 2026




Purpose of Hearing

» Consider Resolution Recommending City
Council certification of EIR and adoption of
related CEQA documents for 2040 General Plan

= Consider Resolution Recommending City ROHNERT
Council adoption of 2040 General Plan =l x PARK *
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What is the General Plan?

= The General Plan is Rohnert Park's

2040
vision for the future and its PLAN
"blueprint” for decision-making
* Required by State law | City of Rohnert Park
mewe 2040 General Plan

» | ong-term (20-year span) Policy Document

» Comprehensive in scope and area

Public Review Draft
November 2025

= Organized into topical "elements’

= Contains goals, policies,
iImplementation programs

City of Rohnert Park
130 Avram Ave
Rohnert Park, CA 94928

QRehnert Pank,  wwwrpcityorg
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Timeline

2018 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023 | 2024 | 2025 | 2026 /

1 3 5 7 9

P.r.oje.ct Visioning & General Plan Admin Draft Refinement
Initiation Issues Policies EIR of Drafts

Existing Alternatives Working Draft Housing Publicz;tion
Conditions 2040 Element and
Plan Adoption
YOU ARE HERE
¢ =]
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Public Outreach

* Farmer's Markets
» Founder's Day (2018) and | Heart Rohnert Park
= Community Workshops
« Town Hall Meeting on Issues
 Visioning Workshop
» BPAC/ Parks & Rec Study Sessions

= Planning Commission Study Sessions More than 1,000 residents
: : : have participated in this
. C|ty Council StUdy Sessions process over the last 8 years!

= Tribal Consultation
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General Plan Contents

State Mandated Elements
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Rohnert Park Elements: e ] = o | o = o
— Racial, Social and Environmental Justice O O O 1 O O u
Community Development o O O O O O O
Economic Development O O O O O [
Primary relationshi
General Climate Change O O O O O O [ . (local eylement P
Plan 2040
4 Circulation O o O O O O mee’.ts statutory
requirement)
Public Facilities and Services O O O O [ |
Health and Safety O O O O [ ] [ | O Secondary
H in relationship (local
ousing — | Resource Conservation O O u o O O element addresses
Element topic)
2023 - 2031{ Housing O O o O
Q 9
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What’s New in General Plan 20407

» Updated baseline data and revised forecasts, looking to 2040

» Respond to regional, national, and global trends, issues, and technology
= Comply with new state laws and mandates

= New vision, incorporating plans from 2000 to 2025 and community input

= New elements:

 Racial, Environmental and Social Justice
« Climate Change ’

» Economic Development

Updated General Plan categories and Map
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Focus on Implementation

Each element includes a

list of action programs,
including:
» Related policies

» Responsible parties

= Timeline

o o
3 2
Responsible - =
I —— ! I
Supporting ~ -
Programs Related Policies Department(s, | & <
ED-M Home-Based Business Ordinance ED-14: Support
The City shall regularly review and Technological
update its home-based business Change
ordinance to support new ways of
workin ED-22 Attracta
s u m
Range of
Businesses
ED-28. Encourage
Living Wage Jobs
ED-N Economic Development Strategy ED-21: Maintaina | Economic
The City shall periodically update an Comprehensive Development
Economic Development Strategy Economic
framework that assesses market ([S)t?:;alopmenl
conditions, evaluates opportunities, egy m]
and identifies strategies and
implementation actions that can be
used to pursue the City's economic
development goals
ED-O Maintain Online Resources ED-22 Attracta Economic
The City shall maintain a business Range of Development
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Focus Areas Y -
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» Most change in 2025-2045 will occur =
INn these areas

..........

= Plans for most of these areas have
previously been vetted and analyzed

=]
Sonoma 2
AAAAA & : &
S outhwest H State
"~ . .
$ University

SONOMA
COUNTY

» General Plan provides a framework
and describes the vision for each area

COTATI

» Plan includes growth forecasts for
each area and city as a whole

P Southwest Boulevard ek .
- Northwest Area - Shopping Center o o J CityLimits
- Dowdell Avenue Corridor - University District D
¢ - ?Chr‘iz’! Park Expressway SOMO Vilage/Willowglen D Sphere of Influence
Corridor

2040 X 2 = Northeast Specific
GENERAL I cenval Rotnert Park | Pdyee
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Racial, Social, and Environmental Justice Element

= New General Plan Element

= Environmental justice means the fair
treatment of people of all races, cultures,
and incomes with respect to environmental
laws, regulations, and policies

= SB 1000 requires EJ Elements in the

General Plans of any jurisdiction with a 4{ SQC'E la b,
"disadvantaged community” dibd! mema gagicmont

* |n 2021, Council provided direction to
expand this scope to include racial and
social justice, and include an RSEJ Element

- 2040
PLAN 10




Community Development Element

* |ncludes General Plan Map
» Presents 2040 growth forecasts

» Provides policies for major land uses:
* Residential
 Employment and Retall
 Downtown

« Special Areas

» Addresses community design and
aesthetics
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Key Changes to Map

2020 Plan designated NW Specific
Plan, Wilfred-Dowdell, and Central
RP “triangle” as regional commercial,
mixed use, and/or industrial

2040 Plan designates these areas as
Business Park

2020 Plan designated 5150 Snyder (4
ac) and 5435 Snyder (1.2 ac) as
public/institutional.

2040 Plan designates sites as high
density residential (Housing EL sites)

2020 Plan designated half of
Southwest Boulevard area for
commercial and half for mixed use.
2040 Plan designates entire area as
mixed use.

“7“] Rural Estate Residential
Low Density Residential
Medium Density Residentig

I High Density Resid

77, C-R/R

austrial

Commercial - N

I commercial - R
Mixed Use

Office
Business Park
Public/Institutional
| Parks/Recreation
| Open Space - Environmental Conservation

Open Space - Agriculture and Resource Management
| Public/Institutional/Medium Density Residential
=== Urban Growth Boundary

2040
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What’s NOT Changing

» Residential neighborhoods
= Other commercial and industrial areas

= Other area plan, specific plan, and special focus areas
« University District
« SOMO Village/ Willowglen
* Northeast
« Stadium Area
« Southeast

e Canon Manor

2040
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Economic Development Element

New General Plan Element

» Establishes economic development as a
priority and aligns community
development goals with ED goals

= Strengthen retail centers and business
districts, including new Downtown

» Addresses business retention,
expansion, attraction, and tourism

» Create job opportunities for RP residents
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Circulation Element

» Road network and street classification

» Street design and safety - “‘complete streets’
» Pedestrian and bicycle circulation

= Public transit | Rs::_reersts::;k "
= Parking

» Freight rail and goods movement

» New focus on reducing Vehicle Miles Traveled
(VMT) and responding to new technologies

2040
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Public Facilities Element

= Parks and recreation = [aw enforcement

= \WWater supply and conservation * Fire and EMS

= \Wastewater collection and treatment= Electric and gas utilities
= Stormwater management = Telecommunications

= Solid waste and recycling = Schools and libraries

2040
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Climate Change Element

= New General Plan Element

* |ncludes goals, policies, and programs
iImplementing Rohnert Park's climate priorities:
« Transition away from fossil fuel
» Collaborate on climate issues
* Achieve zero net emission
» Accelerate adaptation, resilience, mobilization
» Educate and engage residents

» Provides context with data on past, present, and
future greenhouse gas emissions

» Addresses adaptation as well as GHG reduction
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Health and Safety Element

 Emergency preparedness

« Wildfire

« Earthquakes and geologic hazards
* Flooding

» Air quality

 Noise

« Hazardous materials
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Resource Conservation Element

= Hjstoric resources

» Tribal cultural and archaeological
resources

» Habitat and biological resources
« Plant and Animal life
« Creeks and riparian areas

» Tree planting and preservation

= Open space
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Plan Addendum

/\

» Plan was published on November 21, 2025
= Approx. 1,000 parties were directly noticed, plus ads & social media
» Addendum has been prepared to consider input on Draft
+ Feedback from Joint PC/CC Study session on February 4, 2026
« Feedback from public, received at public meetings and via email
 Edits suggested through comments on the Draft EIR
« Staff edits

Addendum excludes typos and adjustments to implementation matrices

Addendum to be incorporated into Plan following PC vote
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Plan Addendum

New policy: Make the GP and other city
plans more widely known and accessible
to residents

New policy: Work with Sonoma State as
Economic Development partner

New policy: Consider unintended
consequences of GHG measures

Edited bike safety policy: now specifically
addresses e-bikes

Edited transit policy: now supports bus
stop and transit rider amenities

Edited bike path program: now
emphasizes lighted paths, Downtown
connections, buffered bike lanes, access
to Class | paths

Edited policy: now supports extension of
recycled water to rest of city

New program: Evaluate water supply per
state law and CEQA

New policy/programs: Coordinate with
Groundwater Sustainability Agency

B i
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PLAN
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General Plan Resolution (adopted after CEQA Reso)

» Recitals document the planning process and milestones
» Findings indicate
« City has complied with CEQA
« Plan is legally adequate and meets statutory requirements
« Planis responsive to local issues
« Public was engaged in the process

« Plan is internally consistent and aligns land use, housing, econ dev,
transportation

« Plan supports orderly, sustainable development
« Public health, safety and welfare are protected
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Environmental Impact Report

= General Plan Update is a “project” under CEQA EIR TOPICS wold -s,U)
= Draft EIR has been prepared, with mitigation Qﬁséﬁ’;;

measures to reduce impacts Biological resources

Cultural and historic resources
Energy

Geology and soils
Greenhouse gas emissions
Hazardous materials
Hydrology and water quality
Land Use

Noise

Population and housing
Public services and recreation
Transportation and traffic
Tribal cultural resources
Utilities

Wildfire

2040
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» Some impacts may remain “significant and
unavoidable,” even after mitigation

» EIR comment period was 11/21/25 - 1/16/26

» City prepared Final EIR with responses to
comments

» FEIR published on March 2, 2026; all
commenters were notified




Draft EIR comments

Santa Rosa Plain Groundwater Sustainability Agency

1. Cal Office of Emergency Services

2. Caltrans

3. California Department of Fish and Wildlife
4. City of Cotati

5.

o.

Public comments (12/11/25 hearing)

» Responses to each comment were prepared

» Changes to the EIR and General Plan were made to reflect the comments

2040
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CEQA Resolution

» Recitals document the process, including key dates and milestones
* Findings confirm City has complied with CEQA

» City has responded to comments

» Mitigation measures have been prescribed/ MMRP will be adopted

» Statement of Overriding Considerations is attached

« General Plan’s benefits outweigh its significant unavoidable impacts on GHG,
noise, and transportation

« Benefits include social and economic considerations (additional housing, job
opportunities, racial and social justice policies, fiscal benefits)
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Staff Recommendation

=  Open public hearing

»  Receive public comments and testimony

» Close public hearing

= Provide comments and/or questions to staff

=  Adopt Resolution 1 recommending Council:
 Certification of the Final EIR

« Adoption of CEQA Findings and Statement of Overriding
Considerations

« Adoption of Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

= Adopt Resolution 2 recommending Council adoption of the o » 9“’
Rohnert Park 2040 General Plan i 1 q;._..
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Submit Comments to bmiller@rpcity.org

ThanRkr You!

Rohnert Park General Plan

Planning Commussion Public Hearing * March 12, 2026



mailto:bmiller@rpcity.org
http://www.envisionrp.com/
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