NEWSLETTER #1: GENERAL PLAN OVERVIEW

Envision Rohnert Park 2040!
We are excited to announce that in April 2018, the City of Rohnert
Park kicked off the update to the City’s General Plan. The update
is scheduled to take about two years, and over the course of the
project, the public will be encouraged to provide input on how
Rohnert Park should evolve over the next two decades.

What is a General Plan?
Every city and county in California must have a general plan, which
is the local government’s long-term blueprint for the future. A
general plan has three defining features:
• General. A general plan provides general guidance that will be
used to direct future land use and resource decisions.
• Comprehensive. A general plan covers a wide range of
social, economic, infrastructure, and natural resource topics.
Topics include land use, transportation, community facilities,
economic development, environmental resources, and others.

envisionrp.com

VISIT THE PROJECT
WEBSITE TO:
• Stay informed
• Find out about
upcoming
meetings
• Sign up for
email updates
• Share your ideas

• Long-Range. A general plan provides guidance on reaching
a vision 20 or more years in the future. To achieve the
community’s vision, general plans include goals, policies, and
implementation actions that address both immediate and
long-term needs.

VISIT US!

HAVE QUESTIONS?

General Plan Headquarters
Location, days and hours vary.
See envisionrp.com for details.

Jeffrey Beiswenger, Project Director
City of Rohnert Park
jbeiswenger@rpcity.org

envisionrp.com

Why Update the Current General Plan?
The City’s General Plan was last updated in
2000, and so much has changed since that time!
To provide a plan that will guide the community
to the year 2040, the General Plan needs to be
updated to reflect changes in the community,
new issues and opportunities (to be identified
from community input), changes in State law
(such reducing greenhouse gas emissions), and
new trends (autonomous cars, impacts of online
shopping, and so forth).

There are already a lot of plans
covering Rohnert Park, so how
is the General Plan different?
When it comes to planning, the City’s General
Plan provides the overall framework for
the future. All other plans and regulatory
documents must be consistent with the General
Plan. This is another key reason why having
an up-to-date General Plan that reflects
community values and needs is important!

General Plan Documents
As the General Plan Update is prepared, several major documents will be available for public review
and comment. These documents are described below.
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These whitepapers
will highlight existing
conditions and trends
for key topic areas.
These will cover Land
Use, Economic and
Market Conditions,
Climate Change,
Environmental Justice,
and Transportation.

Based on community
input, a draft Vision
Statement will be
developed to express
the ideal future for the
community and the
Guiding Principles will
state the core values
that will be used to reach
the envisioned future.

The Alternatives Report
will present alternative
approaches to land use
and policy that can be
used to address the
issues and opportunities
identified. This document
will be used by the City
to provide direction on
the focus of the General
Plan Update.
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At the end of the
Update process, the
City will publish an
adopted General Plan
and certified Program
EIR. The new General
Plan will be available
for use in printed or
online formats.

The City Council,
Planning Commission,
and the public will use
the EIR during their
consideration of the
draft General Plan
to understand the
potential environmental
implications associated
with the Update.

The updated General
Plan will contain the
goals, policies, and
implementation actions
that will guide future
land use and resource
decisions within the
city and guide the
community towards its
envisioned future.

What are the Steps in Developing the Plan?
The General Plan Update process will complete in about two years, wrapping up in the
Spring of 2020. The General Plan Update will be developed in the following phases:
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How Can You Make a Difference?
ENGAGEMENT
ENGAGEMENT HQ

Get Involved!
For the General Plan to truly represent the community’s vision for
the future, we need your help. The success of this planning effort
will depend on the input of the community, and we have provided
a range of ways to hear your ideas for the future of Rohnert Park.
Whether you want to attend a community workshop or provide
input online from the comfort of your home, we have you covered.

VISIT THE PROJECT WEBSITE
The General Plan website (EnvisionRP.com) is frequently updated
with information on the status of the General Plan Update,
announcements of upcoming workshops and meetings, and
publication of reports.

SIGN UP FOR E-MAIL UPDATES
On the project website (EnvisionRP.com), you
can sign up for email notifications. By signing
up, you’ll be notified when new documents
have been released and when meetings or
workshops will be held.

ENGAGEMENT

From the EnvisionRP.com
website, click on the
“ENGAGEMENT HQ” button to
open a range of tools designed to
get your input and feedback on
the future of Rohnert Park. During
the Update, you can contribute to
the conversation anytime, from
any connected device. Share your
ideas. Support or expand on ideas
you like. Respond to an instant poll
or survey. You can even submit
links, maps, photos, and videos
that help explain your ideas for
how to make Rohnert Park an
even better place to live, work,
and play. The General Plan Team
and City Council will be tuned
into what you and your neighbors
are saying, keeping track of what
matters to the community.
Activities will change during the
Update process, so check back
often!

ENGAGEMENT

ATTEND MEETINGS, WORKSHOPS,
AND POP-UP EVENTS

Not only are these great opportunities
to learn about the General Plan Update,
meetings and workshops are also a great
place for your voice to be heard and to listen to other ideas from
the community. Pop-up events will be held as part of community
events to provide other opportunities for input.
Check EnvisionRP.com for upcoming dates and locations.

GENERAL PLAN
HEADQUARTERS
Members of the City’s Planning
staff will hold office hours
during development of the
General Plan Update. Feel free
to drop in during office hours to
learn more about the Update,
ask questions, and provide
your input. Check the website
(EnvisionRP.com) for current
location, dates, and times.

